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¢ Abstract

: The connection between protest music and the emergence or continuation of
: social movements and protests is a significant aspect of the role of music and
: media in the social sphere of various societies. This becomes particularly
: important when protest music is combined with visuals, especially in an era
¢ where image-centric social media platforms such as Instagram are widely used.
¢ This study critically examines protest music videos and their role in social
: movements as a means of expressing dissent. Using a purposive sampling
: method, two music videos, Baraye and Baraye Dokhtare Hamsayeh, which
: emerged during the social protests in Iran in 2022, were selected for analysis.
i The study employs a combination of Roland Barthes’ "narrative analysis" and
: John Fiske’s "semiotics" as qualitative research methods. The findings suggest
: that Baraye adopts a reflective approach, aiming to mirror the social realities of
¢ the time. The discourse it constructs is one of freedom, striving to shape a new
: social and political configuration for the future. Conversely, Baraye Dokhtare
: Hamsayeh takes a persuasive stance, adopting a formative approach that seeks
: todirect society toward a specific truth as perceived by the sender. Its discourse
¢ revolves around awareness and security, serving as a reminder to society from
i the creator’s perspective.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Protest music has long been a crucial tool for
expressing dissent and resistance against social and
political conditions. In Iran, this type of music has
been closely linked to social movements, playing a
significant role in representing protests at critical
historical junctures. This study examines the role of
protest music videos in social movements, focusing
on a critical analysis of two works: Baraye by
Shervin Hajipour and Baraye Dokhtar Hamsayeh.
The analysis employs two qualitative methods:
Roland Barthes’ narrative analysis and John Fiske’s
semiotics. The findings indicate that the music
video Baraye, by adopting a reflective approach,
portrays an image of a protesting society and seeks
to foster social solidarity. In contrast, Baraye
Dokhtar Hamsayeh, through a formative approach,
presents a persuasive and cautionary narrative about
the dangers of protests. This research aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the role
of protest music in shaping and directing social
discourses by examining the narrative and semiotic

elements of these two works. Protest music has served
as a medium for expressing dissatisfaction and
encouraging social change in many societies. In Iran, this
genre has been particularly influential during key
historical periods, such as the 1979 Revolution and the
2022 protests. Protest music, especially in the form of
music videos, has a heightened impact due to its
audiovisual  features, which intensify audience
engagement and evoke collective emotions. By focusing
on these two contemporary musical pieces, this study
explores their roles in Iran’s social movements and
analyzes their differing approaches.

This study is based on two theoretical frameworks:
representation and protest art. Representation, a key
concept in cultural studies, examines the role of
media in shaping audience perceptions of reality.
Scholars such as Stuart Hall and Roland Barthes
argue that media do not merely reflect reality but
actively construct it in alignment with dominant
power discourses.

On the other hand, protest art serves as a means of
challenging dominant social and political norms,
potentially driving cultural and social change.
Protest music, within this framework, is analyzed
both as a reflection of societal grievances and as a
tool for mobilizing and organizing protests.

2- Methods

This study employs a qualitative research method,
utilizing narrative analysis and semiotics to examine
the selected music videos. Narrative analysis
investigates the structural components of the videos,
including storytelling, characters, and narrative
elements. Meanwhile, semiotic analysis deciphers
the implicit meanings conveyed through visual and

auditory messages. The selected case studies were
chosen purposefully to facilitate a comparative
analysis of their differing approaches.

3- Findings
Analysis of the Music Video Baraye

The music video Baraye, as one of the symbolic
works of the 2022 protest movement, reflects social
grievances by incorporating lyrics inspired by
people's tweets. This piece adopts a reflective
approach, positioning itself as the voice of the
people, utilizing techniques such as archival
footage, an epic tone, and emotional editing to
establish a deep emotional connection with the
audience. The central discourse of this work
revolves around freedom and change, striving to
present a vision of a desirable future.

Analysis of the Music Video Baraye Dokhtar
Hamsayeh

In contrast, Baraye Dokhtar Hamsayeh presents a
different narrative. It adopts a formative approach
aimed at raising awareness of the consequences of
protests and discouraging audiences from engaging
in protest movements. This work employs
techniques such as a linear narrative structure,
documentary footage of war and social crises, and
an emphasis on the adverse consequences of
revolutions to instill a sense of insecurity in the
audience. The discourse of this music video centers
on awareness and security, warning the audience
about an uncertain future.

Comparative Analysis

A comparative analysis of these two works reveals
that both utilize narrative and semiotic elements to
influence their audiences, albeit with distinct
approaches. Baraye conveys its protest message by
highlighting social and economic problems,
whereas Baraye Dokhtar Hamsayeh emphasizes the
potential consequences of protests through a
cautionary narrative.
From a technical standpoint, Baraye employs warm
lighting and dynamic editing to evoke hope and
motivation for change, while Baraye Dokhtar
Hamsayeh uses dark and melancholic imagery to
encourage reflection and caution.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that protest
music videos not only serve as tools for representing
social grievances but also play a role in shaping
different discourses. Baraye fosters solidarity and
portrays a vision of change, acting as a mobilizing
force within the protest movement, whereas Baraye
Dokhtar Hamsayeh instills concern and caution,
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influencing audience perceptions of protests. This
research underscores that protest music, particularly
in the form of music videos, is not merely an artistic
expression but also a crucial communicative
medium in social and political processes.
Ultimately, this study highlights the importance of
analyzing the role of protest music and music videos
in gaining a deeper understanding of the dynamics
of social movements. These works are not merely
reflections of societal conditions; they actively
contribute to discourse formation and social change.
A precise analysis of such media can provide

profound insights into social and cultural processes.
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